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the Japanese as a sworn enemy; his son
is sitting down with the leader of that
country talking about peace. Let me tell
you something: Liberty has got the capacity
to change an enemy into an ally. And lib-
erty has got the capacity to change a region
of the world that is so desperate for free-
dom into a place of peace. Someday an
American President will be sitting down
with duly elected leaders from the Middle
East talking about the peace, and a genera-
tion of Americans will be better off.

So these are the stakes in this election,
and I thank you for giving me a chance
to come out and urge you on, to urge you
to go to the polls and to take your friends.
Find Republicans, discerning Democrats,
discerning independents, and remind them,

if you want more money in your pocket,
vote Republican, and if you want a party
who will take the steps necessary to protect
you today and to protect a generation of
Americans coming up, vote for Shelley and
vote for Republicans.

God bless. God bless America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 5:04 p.m. at
the Sugar Land Regional Airport. In his re-
marks, he referred to Michael L. Williams,
commissioner, Texas Railroad Commission;
former President Saddam Hussein of Irag;
Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida ter-
rorist organization; former Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; and Chairman
Kim Jong Il of North Korea.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Blocking Property of Certain
Persons Contributing to the Conflict in the Democratic Republic of the

Congo
October 27, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

Consistent with subsection 204(b) of the
International Emergency Economic Powers
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(b)(IEEPA), and sec-
tion 301 of the National Emergencies Act,
50 U.S.C. 1631 (NEA), I hereby report that
I have issued an Executive Order (the
“order”) blocking the property of certain
persons contributing to the conflict in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo. In that
order, I declared a national emergency to
deal with the unusual and extraordinary
threat to the foreign policy of the United
States posed by that conflict, as described
below.

The conflict in the Democratic Republic
of the Congo has been the deadliest con-
flict since World War II, with an estimated
four million dead since 1996, many from
hunger and disease resulting from the fight-
ing. The United Nations Security Council,
in Resolution 1596 of April 18, 2005, Reso-
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lution 1649 of December 21, 2005, Resolu-
tion 1698 of July 31, 2006, and numerous
other resolutions, has expressed serious
concern over the presence of armed groups
and militias in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo, which perpetuate both the con-
flict in the country and a climate of insecu-
rity throughout the entire region.

The conflict has been marked by serious
violations of human rights and international
humanitarian law by these militias and
armed groups, including the massacre of
civilians, sexual violence against women and
girls, and the recruitment and use of chil-
dren in the hostilities. The perpetuation of
the conflict undermines the progress and
promise of the Global and All-Inclusive
Agreement on the Transition in the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo, signed in
2002, which created a process that can lead
to the long-term restoration of peace and
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stability, national reconciliation, and estab-
lishment of the rule of law.

The order blocks the property and inter-
ests in property in the United States, or
in the possession or control of United
States persons, of the persons listed in the
Annex to the order, as well as of any person
determined by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary
of State

e to be a political or military leader of
a foreign armed group operating in the
Democratic Republic of the Congo
that impedes the disarmament, repatri-
ation, or resettlement of combatants;

e to be a political or military leader of
a Congolese armed group that impedes
the disarmament, demobilization, or
reintegration of combatants;

e to be a political or military leader re-
cruiting or using children in armed
conflict in the Democratic Republic of
the Congo in violation of applicable
international law;

e to have committed serious violations
of international law involving the tar-
geting of children in situations of
armed conflict in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, including killing
and maiming, sexual violence, abduc-
tion, and forced displacement; or

e to have directly or indirectly supplied,
sold, or transferred to the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, or been the
recipient in the territory of the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo of, arms
and related materiel, including military
aircraft and equipment, or advice,
training, or assistance, including fi-
nancing and financial assistance, re-
lated to military activities.

The designation criteria will be applied
consistent with applicable Federal law, in-
cluding, where appropriate, the First
Amendment to the United States Constitu-
tion.

The order also authorizes the Secretary
of the Treasury, after consultation with the

Secretary of State, to designate for blocking
any person determined to have materially
assisted, sponsored, or provided financial,
material, or technological support for, or
goods or services in support of, the activi-
ties listed above or any person listed in
or designated pursuant to the order. I fur-
ther authorized the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary
of State, to designate for blocking any per-
son determined to be owned or controlled
by, or acting or purporting to act for or
on behalf of, directly or indirectly, any per-
son listed in or designated pursuant to the
order. The Secretary of the Treasury, after
consultation with the Secretary of State, is
also authorized to determine that cir-
cumstances no longer warrant the blocking
of the property and interests in property
of, or the prohibiting of transactions with,
a person listed in the Annex to the order.

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury, after consultation with the Secretary
of State, the authority to take such actions,
including the promulgation of rules and
regulations, and to employ all powers grant-
ed to the President by the IEEPA and the
United Nations Participation Act, as may
be necessary to carry out the purposes of
the order. All executive agencies are di-
rected to take all appropriate measures
within their authority to carry out the provi-
sions of the order.

The order, a copy of which is enclosed,
became effective at 12:01 a.m. eastern
standard time on October 30, 2006.

Sincerely,

GEORGE W. BusH

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Den-
nis Hastert, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, and Richard B. Cheney, Presi-
dent of the Senate. This letter was released
by the Office of the Press Secretary on Octo-
ber 31. The Executive order of October 27
is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.
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Remarks Following a Meeting With Special Envoy to Sudan Andrew S.

Natsios
October 31, 2006

I've just had a meeting with the Presi-
dential Special Envoy to Sudan, Andrew
Natsios. I asked Andrew to serve our coun-
try and really serve the cause of humanity
by taking on this important assignment.
He’s working very closely with Secretary
Rice. He brought—he was just there for
10 days, and he came back with a grim
report about the human condition of a lot
of people who suffer.

And, you know, Andrew—the good thing
about Andrew is—one thing, he puts a re-
port out there, but he also understands
we've got to do something about it. And
the United States is going to work with
the international community to come up
with a single plan on how to address this
issue and save lives. And Andrew is going
to work with other partners in peace, and
they’ll take that plan to the current Govern-
ment of Sudan.

One element of the plan is something
that I strongly supported all along, and that
there needs to be a credible and effective
international force to go into Darfur to save
lives, to make it clear that the international
community respects human life and the
international community will work in con-
cert to save human life.

Andrew, I want to thank you for taking
on this assignment. The situation in Darfur
is on our minds. The people who suffer
there need to know that the United States
will work with others to help solve the
problem. And the Government of Sudan
must understand that we’re serious—when
you deliver a message to them on behalf
of our Government, that we’re earnest and
serious about their necessity to step up and
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work with the international community. So
thank you, Andrew, for that.

Today, as well, we had news out of the
Far East. There is an agreement to restart
the six-party talks concerning North Korea.
I'm pleased, and I want to thank the Chi-
nese for encouraging the meeting that got
the agreement to get the six-party talks re-
started. T've always felt like it is important
for the United States to be at the table
with other partners when it comes time
to addressing this important issue.

And so I thank not only the Chinese
but the South Koreans, the Japanese, and
the Russians for agreeing to come back to
the table with North Korea. We'll be send-
ing teams to the region to work with our
partners to make sure that the current
United Nations Security Council resolution
is enforced, but also to make sure that the
talks are effective, that we achieve the re-
sults we want, which is a North Korea that
abandons their nuclear weapons programs
and her nuclear weapons in a verifiable
fashion, in return for a better way forward
for her people.

And so I'm very pleased with the
progress being made in the Far East. Obvi-
ously, we've still got a lot of work to do.
But I want to thank the Secretary for her
good work when she went out to the re-
gion, and assure the American people, we'll
continue to work to resolve this in a peace-
ful way.

Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9:26 a.m. in
the Oval Office at the White House. The Of-
fice of the Press Secretary also released a
Spanish language transcript of these remarks.
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